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Cyprus News 
Published Quarterly by Cyprus Shriners 
9 Frontage Road, Glenmont, NY 12077 

Mail: PO Box 12473, Albany, NY 12212 

Tel: (518) 436-7892 
Email: recorder@cyprusshriners.com 
Website: www.cyprusshriners.com 

2018 Elected Divan 
Potentate  David M. Unser, Sr. (518) 207-6711 
            David.UnserSr@gmail.com 
Chief Rabban Robert Baker (518) 857-8187 
            guttenbergbob@gmail.com 
Assistant Rabban John Donato (518) 479-0315 
            jdonato@nycap.rr.com 
High Priest & Prophet Wayne Holt (518) 461-9373 
 whco241@gmail.com              
Oriental Guide Rick Van Vorst (518) 465-8047 
 rvanvorst1@nycap.rr.com 
Treasurer Nicholas Furnari  (518) 461-9403  
 nfjints@msn.com  
Recorder Ill. Karl Koch , P.P.(518) 463-7657 
            kkoch@nycap.rr.com 

2018 Appointed Line 
1st Ceremonial Master Steve Pavlak (845) 399-2678 
            spavlak@hvc.rr.com 
2nd Ceremonial Master Don Baker (845) 246-0008 
           dbaker@ hvc.rr.com 
Temple Director Paul B. Rosenblatt Sr. (518) 943-6804 
            pepy33@aol.com 
Marshal Nathan Bristol (518) 210-5511 
            bristol.nathan@yahoo.com  
Captain of the Guard Scott D. Barth (518) 622-9066 
            scodarbar@yahoo.com 
Outer Guard Mark Scarselli (845) 255-7528 
            scar2783@yahoo.com 
Chaplain Jack H. Schoonmaker (845) 331-7176 
            lharchtec@aol.com 
Assistant Chaplain Eric Morabito (845) 255-7528 
            morabito.eric@gmail.com  
Temple Attorney Nicholas Khoury  (518)  
            nicholasmkhoury@gmail.com 

Trustees 
Trustee (2019) Ill. Thomas J. Leary (518) 947-0528 
            tjleary1@aol.com 
Trustee (2018) Eric J. Morabito  
 morabito.eric@gmail.com (845)255-7528 
Trustee (2020) Ill. Michael D. Derry (518) 868-4040 
            hccarguy33@yahoo.com 

Building Manager Rick VanVorst 

Office Staff Teri Blake 

** NOBLES TAKE DUE NOTICE ** 
 

Official Call of the Potentate 
 

Notice is hereby given that a stated meeting of Cyprus 
Shriners will be held at the time and place shown below for 

the transaction of such business as may come before the 
Temple. 

 
Wednesday, October 10, 2018 7:30 PM 

General Meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 12, 2018 7:30 PM 
Election of Officers 

Adoption of the 2019 Budget 
 

Cyprus Shrine Center 
9 Frontage Road 

Glenmont, NY 12077 
 

Ill Sir David M. Unser, Sr 

Potentate 

Attest: Karl J Koch P.P. 

Recorder 

2018 Membership Status 

January 1 2018 Membership 468 

Creations 14 

Affiliations 1 

Restorations 4 

Total Added 19 

Demits 4 

Suspensions 4 

Expired 13 

Resigned 2 

Total Dropped 23 

July 31 2018 Membership 464 

Don’t miss a great 
deal at this Fall’s 

Ceremonial!  Every 
Noble created that 
day gets a ticket to 
the Greater Albany 

Land Cruise that af-
ternoon. 

Tell your friends!  
Now is the time to 

join! 
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Potentate’s Message 

As we enter the fall season please take note of the announcements elsewhere in this newsletter for 
the many events scheduled. This year has been moving very quickly! We have visited many Clubs and 
Units and will continue to do so throughout the remainder of the year. Traveling around the realm and 
NYOSA, meeting and interacting with fellow Nobles and their Ladies, has been a great experience. We 
look forward to you visiting the Shrine Center for one or more of the upcoming events! There is Value 
For Membership in Cyprus! 
 

The Potentate’s Reception scheduled at the Hilton Albany on October 13, 2018 promises to be great time. It will be a 
Rat Pack theme so channel your inner Sinatra, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr, Joey Bishop or Angie Dickinson. You 
know who you are. We have a special guest in the form of a Shriner’s Hospitals National Patient Ambassador Isabella 
Rose! For those of you that are unfamiliar, Isabella is a Cleft Lip and Palate patient who went from having trouble 
speaking to being able to sing! She and her mom will tell her story and Isabella will sing a couple of songs for us. 
Speaking of music, we will be having a DJ and Photo booth for the evening. Chief Rabban Bob Baker is seeing to all 
the details both great and small so you know it will be a fun time! I hear great things about the Hospitality Room! I 
urge our Nobles and Ladies to come out and join us. Mingle with your fellow Nobles and Ladies from around realms 
of Cyprus and NYOSA. This event only happens once a year and should be likened to a gathering of the Clans. 
 

Another event near and dear to my heart will be the “Roast the Potentate Night” on November 11, 2018. This will be 
done in the style of the Dean Martin Roasts. We are in the process of filling out the dais. There are plenty of Foster 
Brooks’ and not enough Don Rickles! Ha ha! It will be a fun way to look back over 2018 and look forward onto 2019. 
At my own expense I might add! We will have professional comedian Steve Van Zandt MC the evening and warm up 
the crowd with a 20 minute routine to get everyone in the mood and get the ball rolling. The event will be open to 
Nobles, Ladies and guests. 
 

I can not forget to mention Cyprus’ First Lady Karene’s Ladies Luncheon and Fundraiser on Sunday September 23, 
2018 from 1:00 to 3:00pm at the Shrine Center. It is a Paint and Sip with Sarah Khoury at a cost of $15 per person 
$10 of which goes towards a raffle ticket to win a Sarah Khoury original! There will be 2 winners to be drawn at the 
2019 Installation on January 12, 2019 where a check will be presented for the Cleft Lip and Palate Project of Shriners 
Hospitals Springfield. There will be Raffle tickets being sold for $10 each for the remainder of the year. The Camel 
Club Lounge will be open for the Nobles to do manly things while the Ladies paint and sip in the Dining Room. Let’s 
call it Pizza and a wee nip. 
 

Membership. We had an interesting discussion the other night about membership with a lot of great ideas being 
tossed around. One suggestion was to take a few minutes and look through the Contact List on your Smart phone 
and write down the names of all the men that you think would make good Nobles. Enter their information into the 
IAMRU Program and it will take care of the rest. Another idea is to remember that every meeting is a Membership 
Meeting! Be prepared and always carry a Pocket Petition. We have plenty available at the Shrine Center. This last 
idea which is probably the most simple and would double our numbers in one year! Every Noble sponsor ONE Noble 
this year! 
 

Nobles and Ladies, thank you for all you continue to do in support of Cyprus and Shriners Hospitals! Your support 
from writing a check for dues, being active in a Club or Unit, participating in an event to speaking with family, friends 
and coworkers about what we do and how much fun we have doing it are all so important to keep this thing of ours 
alive and well. 
 

Yours in the Faith, 

Illustrious David M. Unser, Sr.  
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IN MEMORIAM 

S ince our last newsletter the following Nobles 
were called to the Celestial Lodge. 

 

Noble Luther Dyer, Jr. 

Noble Robert Leitch 

Noble Norman Olsen 

Noble Howard Boehmer 

Noble Walter Frank 

Noble Luiz Silva 

 

When Allah calls, then our friends obey, 

And fold their tents and steal away, 

To the land where the crystal waters flow, 

Where the beautiful Palms of Allah grow. 

Chief Rabban’s Musings 

My fellow Nobles of Cyprus Shrine,  

Wow.  I can’t believe 2/3 of the Shrine year is 
behind us.  It’s been a great year so far filled with 
lots of fun and fellowship. The Clubs and Units 
meetings/events have been  fantastic.  Make sure 
you thank your Club/Unit Officers for the time 

and effort they put in to make your Shrine experience one to re-
member. 

We have been travelling around the Realm, in NYOSA and Impe-
rial.  You can rest assured knowing that Cyprus is actively repre-
sented at all of these events and meetings. I have to say, that the 
more I travel, the more fun I have.  I have met people from all 
over North America and the world, even.  Each and every en-
counter has increased my view of the value that I get from being a 
Shriner. 

With all of the fun that we have, we do it for our kids and our 
Hospitals.  With that said, I would like to thank some of the un-
sung Heroes of Cyprus Shriners. Our Shepherds and Board Mem-
bers and our Walking Man, Eric Morabito. 

The time the Shepherds give to transport our kids to appoint-
ments at our Hospitals is nothing short of inspirational.  Some-
time they have to leave at 2:00 in the morning to get one of our 
kids to Philadelphia for surgery that day. That’s dedication to our 
patients! 

Our Board members travel to our Hospitals for meeting through-
out each month.  These aren’t perfunctory get togethers, rather 
they are corporate Hospital Board meetings.  They layout the path 
that our Hospitals take to move forward.  Making a lot of tough 
decisions along the way to make sure that our dollars are spent 
wisely in service to our kids. 

Eric had an insane thought a couple of years ago to walk from his 
Lodge in Highland to the Springfield Hospital to raise money and 
awareness for our mission.  Well fast forward and this year he 
raised $11,000 for our Hospitals on a walk to Boston from High-
land.  Read more about Eric’s adventure on Page 13. 

So I would like to personally and on behalf of Cyprus Shrine, ex-
tend our deepest thanks for the selfless acts of our Shepherds, 
Board Members and Eric for keeping the promise of Shriner’s 
Hospitals for Children alive and well. 

The next time you see one 
of our Drivers, Board 
Members or Eric, say 
Thank You. They deserve 
it. 

See you at the Shrine. 

Bob Baker, Chief Rabban 

Online dues payment is now available!! 

Just login to WebFez (https://webfez.shrinenet.org/ ) 

Click My Record 

Click the Pay My Bill button. 

You will be redirected to a secure site to enter your 
Credit Card info. 

 

While you are on WebFez, please take a minute to update 
your personal info by adding a cell phone and/or email 
address and making sure your mailing address is correct. 

This is the info we use to contact our members and we 
will be adding a text reminder service in the near future 
for Nobles to sign up for. 
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Congratulations  

To our new 

Imperial Potentate 

and 

His Lady 
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September 28 - 30, 2018 

Saratoga Springs, NY 

Fall Session is just around the corner!! 

Wow does time fly! It feels like NYOSA's Spring Session in Buffalo was just yesterday. Yet here we are a little more 
than a month away from Fall Session! 

NYOSA 2018 Fall Session will be held in beautiful Saratoga Springs, NY from September 28th-30th. 

I am pleased to announce that will have four imperial officers attending Fall session: 

Imperial Outer Guard Mark Hartz 
Imperial Captain of the Guard Larry Lieb 
NYOSA's own Imperial Marshall Kevin Costello 
and Imperial Potentate Jim Cain! 

Once again Friday will be a fun day. With Golf and a tour of Saratoga followed by an informal dinner. 

Saturday will be the business meeting ladies function. The afternoon will be left free so everyone can enjoy the won-
derful City of Saratoga. There are plenty of shops and places to eat and drink! 

Saturday night we will have dinner at the hotel. The theme will be Night at the Races so wear your seersucker suits 
and derby hats! 

We will be staying at the Saratoga Embassy Suites. 
Make your reservations ASAP either online at: http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/A/

ALBESES-OSA-20180927/index.jhtml or by calling 518-290-9090 

Give them the code: OSA. Our room rate is $179 and includes a suite room with a kitchen and living area, hot break-
fast in the morning (including omelet station) and cocktail hours in the evening. 

Check the Cyprus App, Facebook Page and Website, a full agenda and reservation form will be coming out soon.  

NYOSA Fall Session 

Candidates Report 10:00 am   Temple Meeting 11:00 am    Ceremonial 12:00 pm 
 

Following the Ceremonial we will be having a reception for our new Nobles and their Ladies. 
 

Initiation fee of $150 includes Fez 
 

All candidates for this Ceremonial will receive a free ticket for the Greater Albany Shrine Club Land Cruise after 
the reception (See Page 11 for details) 

 
Petitions can be printed from the www.cyprusshriners.com under More  Member Resources. 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 

Cyprus Shrine Center • Frontage Road, Glenmont 
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NYOSA Fall Session 

Rensselaer Memorial Day Parade 

Bethlehem Memorial Day Parade 

Visit of the Supreme Queen, Daughter of the Nile 

NYOSA Potes at Oriental’s Ball 
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Rip VanWinkle Hillbilly Clan Picnic and Initiation 

2 pm: Bus departs the Cyprus Shrine Center 

Stop 1: Altamont Vineyard & Winery - Tasting 

Stop 2: Green Wolf  Brewery - Tasting 

Stop 3: Township Tavern - Buffet Dinner 

9:30 pm Bus arrives back at the Cyprus Shrine Center 

This event is open to Nobles, Family and Friends. 

Nobles that are created at the Ceremonial that day get a 
free ticket for this event! 

 **Trip Limited to 38 People ** 

 

Contact: Noble Nick Khoury for Reservations 

nicholasmkhoury@gmail.com 

Saturday, September 15, 2018 

$55 per ticket includes 

Transportation, Tastings and Dinner 

Roast the Potentate Dinner 

6:00 - 7:00 
Hors d’Oeuvres 

7:00 - 9:00 
Roast of the Potentate 

Master of Ceremonies: Comedian Steve Van Zandt 

Just us for a fun evening of good natured ribbing of our 
Potentate. There is so much material that we are finding it 

hard to fit it all in one night. 
 

There will be  Hors d’Oeuvres and Open Bar all evening. 
 

Tux or Dark Suit for the Men and a Dress for the Ladies 
 

Reservations 
recorder@cyprusshriners.com or 518-436-7892  

Sunday, November 11, 2018 

Cyprus Shrine Center 

$50 per ticket 
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Motion Analysis Center Helps Customize Care 

The Motion Analysis Center (MAC) located at Shriners Hospitals for Children — Springfield of-
fers state-of-the-art technology for the analysis of complex movement problems. It is one of on-
ly two such centers in New England focused on optimizing the clinical care of children and ado-
lescents with orthopaedic and neuromuscular conditions such as cerebral palsy, spina bifida, 
clubfoot, amputations and scoliosis. The MAC at the Springfield Shriners Hospital has been in 
operation since 1991. It was recently renovated to install upgraded equipment, improve mecha-
nisms for obtaining data and allow for high-definition diagnostic review and decision-making. 

Evaluating Patients 

During a typical gait assessment in the MAC, children are instructed to begin walking at various 
color-coded starting points on the floor and to use a natural gait. While walking, each foot steps 
down on new force platforms that measure how much the foot pushes against the floor to start 
and stop moving and change direction. Additional lines and circles on the floor assist specialists 
in performing the gross motor function measure, the timed up and go test and other physical 
tests. A 10-camera, infrared motion capture system measures the movements of reflective 
markers attached to the body to track the arms, trunk, pelvis, legs and feet and to compare the 
movements to reference values. 

Assessing the Data 

Dr. Rubini Pathy, orthopaedic surgeon, and her team of physical therapists, computer special-
ists and engineers review graphs that summarize the information collected during gait analysis. 
A new review area enhances the team’s ability to view and compare results over time and facili-
tates discussion to determine whether surgery, rehabilitation, bracing or other options are indi-

cated to improve the patient’s func-
tion. During the review, the team con-
siders the patient’s medical history, X
-rays, kinematics (joint motions), ki-
netics (forces on the joints) and elec-
tromyography (muscle actions) at 
each instant during walking. Also re-
viewed are clinical measures of mo-
tion, strength and tone, pedobarogra-
phy (pressures under the foot) and 
oxygen consumption to determine the 
energy used while walking. 
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Greetings Members of Cyprus, 

I am very happy to report that the 2018 Walking for Children was a huge success.  There were three important factors that I am bas-
ing this on and all three were achieved: 

First, the goal for this year was to raise $10,000.  When all was said and done, the total raised was $11,000!  $5500 went to the Bos-
ton Hospital, $2750 went to Springfield, $500 went to Philadelphia and $2250 went to the Cyprus Transportation Fund. 

Second, to get the word out about who the Shriners are and what they do.  I believe that more people heard about the walk this year 
than in previous years. 

Third, to see if I could make it to Boston this year. Last December I was sidelined with a stroke and I didn’t know if I would be able 
to do the walk this year.  Those who know me know that I am a little stubborn and slightly compulsive so I was determined to give 
the walk a try. 

I set out at 5 am on May 19th and after 13 hours of plodding along (42 miles), made it to the site of the Catskill Lodge in Athens 
where I collapsed on the concrete slab that used to be the Lodge.  The next day I arrived at Cyprus and was greeted by the Potentate, 
who escorted me the last 1/10th of a mile, and I was welcomed by a large group of Nobles and Ladies.  It had been raining all day 
and I was soaked to the bone. I was ushered into the bar area and was seated next to the propane stove to dry out.  Later that after-
noon I discovered that the soles of my shoes had melted while drying. Luckily, my time as a Scout leader taught me a few things: Do 
a good turn daily; Help other people at all times; and Be prepared (luckily, I had a brought a back-up pair of shoes). 

I reached the Springfield Hospital the following Wednesday morning and was met by 
members of the hospital staff and a contingent from the Melha Shrine.  They were 
celebrating Dunkin Donuts Iced Coffee Week and it was a real treat. On Thursday 
afternoon, I was near Worcester looking for a place to set up my tent for the night 
when I heard a woman ask me how much I wanted for my stroller.  She said she’d 
give me cash on the spot. I had been on the road that day for about 30 miles and 
thought I had run into someone a little nuttier than me until I realized that it was my 
wife. She came a day early to surprise me and she succeeded. 

I finished the walk on Saturday.  I reached the Boston Hospital at noon where I was 
greeted by a group from the Aleppo Shrine, hospital staff and several patients, one of 

whom asked if she could come outside to say hello to me.  It turns out that she had been severely burned and hadn’t left her room 
since her arrival months before. Talk about being choked up when I learned about this. 

To date, my walks have raised $34,400 and my goal for next year is $15,600 which would bring the total to $50,000 raised.  In addi-
tion to the Cyprus Transportation Fund and the hospitals in Springfield, Boston and Philadel-
phia, I am adding the Erie hospital to the list.  I have sent letters to 41 Shrine Centers that 
support these 4 hospitals in the hope of getting more support. I am currently making plans for 
my 2019 effort.  I will again be heading to Boston in the spring and I need some help. This 
year 26 members of Cyprus signed on as sponsors (19 were from my home Lodge) and I 
would like to improve on that for next year.  I am asking that the members of Cyprus add a 
little something to their daily routine by starting a simple coin jar. All it takes is to put some 
change in it from time to time and then give it as your sponsorship next spring.  I have been 
doing this each year with the money I find walking every day and have collected almost $4800 
so far, all of which has gone to help the children. 

Fraternally yours, 

Eric Morabito 

The Walking Man Eric arrives in Boston. 

Eric in Springfield 
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September 

15 Fall Ceremonial - Candidate Report at 10, Temple Meeting at 11, Ceremonial at 12 

15 Greater Albany Shrine Club Land Cruise Details on Page 11 

19 Divan Meeting 7:30PM 

21 Ulster County Shrine Club Meeting The Tavern at Diamond Mills, Saugerties 

23 Ladies Luncheon Paint and Sip Details on Page 5 

27 Chicken BBQ Fundraiser 4PM - 7PM 

28 Albany Outreach Clinic 8AM Albany Bone & Joint Center 

28 - 30 NYOSA Fall Session Saratoga Springs Details on Page 6 

October 

5 Greater Albany Shrine Club Meeting Cyprus Shrine Center 

10 Temple Meeting 7:30 pm Cyprus Shrine Center 

11 Greene County Shrine Club 

13 Potentate’s Rat Pack Ball Details Pages 8 - 9 

17 Divan Meeting 7:30PM 

25 Chicken BBQ Fundraiser 4PM - 7PM 

November 

9 Ulster County Shrine Club Meeting Frank Guido’s Little Italy, Kingston 

11 Roast the Potentate Dinner 

21 Divan Meeting 7:30PM 

December 

2 Cabiri and Divan Meeting 

9 Temple Christmas Party 

12 Temple Meeting 7:30 pm - Election of Officers and Approval of the Budget - Cyprus Shrine Center 

19 Divan Meeting 7:30PM 

31 Cyprus New Years Eve Party at the Cyprus Shrine Center 

*** Get the Cyprus App for more Info *** 
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Legion of Honor 

Commander:  Ray Brooks 
Vice Commander:   Henry Coons 
Finance Officer:  Jack Norray 
Adjutant:     Karl Koch 

kkoch@nycap.rr.com or 518-463-7657 
Chaplain:    George Wilk 

Ambassadors 

President: James Maloney 
Vice President: Mike Russell 
Secretary: Jack Schoonmaker 
Treasurer: Bradley Keil 

Memory Studios 

Cemetery Memorials 
Family Owned Since 1938 

Jack Minozzi 
1032 Central Avenue 

Albany, New York 
518-438-4486 

James H. Pulver & Associates, Inc. 
Financial Management Services 

Jim Pulver, President 
25 Indian Pipe Drive • Wynantskill, NY 12198 

Phone: 518-326-1196 
Fax: 518-326-0606 
Cell 845-616-9999 

jim@jhpinvestments.com 

Adirondack Shrine Club 

President: Grover LaFountain 
Vice President: Karl Koch 
Secretary: David Rogers 
Treasurer: John Morris 

Adirondack Division 

Cyprus Clowns 

President: Grover LaFountain 
Secretary: Walter Frank 
Treasurer: Grover LaFountain 

Schoharie Shrine Club 

President: Karl Koch, PP 
Secretary: Al Aumick 
Treasurer: Todd Del Marter 

Green County Shrine Club 

President:   Ray Brooks 
Vice President: Hank Coons 
Secy/Treasurer: Bob Rhoades 
Chaplain:   Dick Schloss 

Meetings 1st Thursday of every Month. 

Call for location 

Shepherds Club 

President: Tom Leary 
Vice President: William Korn 
Secy/Treasurer: Jerry Dievendorf 

Dutchess County Shrine Club 
Second Thursday of the Month 

President:   Wilfred Roche 
845-471-5366 or whroehe@verizon.net 
Vice Pres:   Harold Warren 
845-471-5926 or haroldwrpr@aol.com 
Sec’y-Treas:  Joshua Magnas 
718-301-3490 or Joshmagnas@gmail.com 

Ulster County Shrine Club 

President:  Chris Brand 
1st Vice President:   Damon Mercay 
2nd Vice President:   Brad Druttman 
Secretary:  Pasquale Leo 
Treasurer:   Anthony Prizzia 

Cyprus Arab Patrol 

Patrol Chief:  Daniel Brady 
Asst. Patrol Chief:   Keith Oelkers 
Secretary:  Alfredo Balarin 
Treasurer:   John Donato 

141 Broadway 
PO Box 395 

Albany, NY 12202  
Phone: 518-463-0220 

info@dutchapplecruises.com 
www.dutchapplecruises.com 

Hillbilly Clan 

Rabban:     Jack Norray 
     518-872-2468 
Guardian of the Still:   Grover LaFountain 
Keeper of the Cob:     Steve Khoury 
Keeper of the Quill:     Karl Koch 

Greater Albany Shrine Club 

President:   William Yaeger 
1st Vice President:     John Donato 
2nd Vice President:    Steve Khoury 
Secy/Treasurer:   Karl Koch 

Compliments of the 2018 Divan 
 

Ill David Unser, Sr, Potentate 
Bob Baker, Chief Rabban 

John Donato, Assistant Rabban 
Wayne Holt, High  Priest and Prophet 

Rick Van Vorst, Oriental Guide 

Marva Court No. 27 
Ladies of the Oriental Shrine 

High Priestess: Shirley Stewart 
Princess:  Judy Greenwood 
Assoc Princess: Christine Bellegarde 
 
For more info contact Shirley at 518-496-6575 

Your Ad Here 

 

$100 for 4 Issues(1 year) 

Cyprus Shriners is affiliated with and directly supports Shriners Hospitals for Children®, a health care system of 22 hospitals that provide pediatric specialty care. 
Children up to age 18 with orthopaedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries, and cleft lip and palate are eligible for care and receive all services in a  family-
centered environment regardless of the patient’s ability to pay. 

Schenectady Shrine Club 

President:  William M. Korn 
Vice President: Jordan E. Jaquay 
Secy/Treasurer: David E. Barnes 
Chaplain:  Byron D. Moak 



Cyprus Shriners 

PO Box 12473 

Albany, NY 12212 


